
THE	ENGLISH	ANCESTRY	COMMITTEE	
The	William	Strother	Society,	Inc.	
REPORT	TO	THE	BOARD	OF	DIRECTORS	–		JULY	2010	
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This	is	the	sixth	report	to	the	Board	of	Directors	by	the	English	Ancestry	Committee	which	
was	formed	in	1999	to	make	an	organized,	sustained	search	for	the	ancestry	of	William	
Strother,	the	immigrant	to	Virginia	in	the	mid-1600s.	The	text	of	the	report	is	in	five	parts:	
	
1.	Research	of	Struthers	family	in	Scotland.	
2.	Details	of	Struthers	investigation.		
3.	Rapides	Parish,	Louisiana	Strother	family	
4. Assisted Society Member with Strother Ancestry 
5.	Plans	for	future	testing	and	research.	
	
1.	Research	of	Struthers	family	in	Scotland.	
Substantially	all	of	the	activities	of	The	English	Ancestry	Committee	in	the	last	two	years	
have	been	directed	at	identifying	DNA	results	for	the	Struthers	family	that	match	those	of	
William	Strother,	the	immigrant	to	the	American	colonies	in	the	1600s.	This	line	of	pursuit	
was	discussed	in	the	2008	report	to	the	Board	of	Directors,	and	the	Committee	has	been	
working	on	it	ever	since.	
	
Research	has	shown	that	the	Struthers	family	originated	in	Scotland.	DNA	tests	show	a	
match	of	a	Scottish	Struthers	family	with	the	Strother	family	that	came	to	the	American	
colonies	over	350	years	ago.	We	have	found	four	Struthers	men,	who	are	not	closely	
related,	whose	DNA	results	matched	those	of	William	Strother,	the	immigrant.	All four of 
these families originated from west Scotland, near Glasgow. Another	Struthers	family	from	the	
same	area	of	Scotland	was	DNA	tested,	but	did	not	match	with	the	Strother	family	DNA,	
indicating	that	there	is	more	than	one	Struthers	family.	
	
2.	Details	of	Struthers	investigation.		
The Four Struthers Families 
1. Stephen John Richard Struthers was born in Brighton and still lives in England. His ancestry 
has been traced back to William Struthers and Jane Wylie, who were residents and married in 
Gorbals, Lanarkshire, Scotland, 12 June 1795. 
2. John Langford Struthers was born in Hampstead and now lives in Southhampton, England. 
His earliest identified ancestors are John Struthers, who married Jean Miller on 22 February 
1783 at Avondale, Lanarkshire, Scotland. John Struthers was a farmer in Scotland. 
3. Ralph Charles Struthers was born in Colorado and presently lives in California. His ancestry 
has been traced back to a William Struthers, who married Mary Gillies on 12 December 1767 at 
Barony, Glasgow, Lanarkshire, Scotland. William was a shoemaker in Glasgow. 
4. Derek Struthers was born in Warrington and lives in Greater Manchester, England. His earliest 
known ancestor is James Struthers who was born circa 1760 in Scotland and married Janet 
Lindsey. Their son Alexander Struthers was born in 1787 in East Kilbride, just south of 
Glasgow, Scotland, and was a dairyman. 



 
Research Process 
Each of the above four Struthers families provided their own lineage data. This information was 
analyzed and confirmed by reference to original birth, marriage, death and census records in 
England and Scotland. Ed Strother did this research, primarily using data available on the 
Internet. The objective was to substantiate the different lineages and summarize the data in a 
format that could be transmitted to a genealogist in Scotland for further work. In February 2009 
the data was sent to Peter Wotherspoon, a resident of Scotland and an amateur genealogist that 
had previously assisted us with research in Northumberland. 
 
Peter analyzed the data we provided at his home and through additional research was able to 
correct and extend the lineage of Derek Struthers. Peter then made a trip to Edinburgh, where 
most of the original Scottish records are located. He spent several days there researching the 
Struthers families, looking for a common ancestor and a link to William Strother, the immigrant. 
Unfortunately, he was not successful in finding either a common Struthers ancestor or a link to 
William Strother. Peter Wotherspoon’s research was very valuable in helping us focus on the 
geographical area where the four Struthers families all seem to originate. This area is Glasgow 
and Lanarkshire County of Scotland. 
 
Early Scottish records include births, marriages and deaths back into the 1500s. Research going 
back further than the mid-1700s, however, is quite difficult for a couple of reasons. First, the 
available records are not complete. Second, the records that can be found do not facilitate the 
reconstruction of families. Thus, for example, we can find a 1795 marriage record for William 
Struthers and Jane Wylie, but there are no records to identify their parents. We know that 
William Strother, the immigrant, was in Virginia in 1669. But neither Peter nor Ed found records 
to extend the lineages of the Struthers families and, indeed, doubt such records exist. 
 
Another Struthers Family 
Late in 2009, the Committee was contacted by Tracey Struthers, whose family lived in Ayr, 
Scotland. Tracey had done substantial research on her husband Alan Struthers (born in Ayr in 
1981) family that had always lived in the same area of western Scotland. Ed Strother reviewed 
her research and examined the original birth, marriage, death and census records to support her 
conclusions. Unfortunately, results of the DNA testing of Alan Struthers were negative on a 
match with our William Strother.  
 
Follow-up on Struthers Family Research 
A number of steps have been taken to follow-up on the above research: 
 

1. Peter Wotherspoon’s report has been published on the William Strother Society Web site, 
so that it is available to Society members and other researchers. 

2. Several genealogical books on immigration from Scotland were found, but didn’t yield 
any clues to our problem of identifying William Strother, the immigrant. 

 
The Committee has concluded that it would not be beneficial at this time to hire a professional 
Scottish genealogist, as it is doubtful that the records exist that would further our research. 
 



 
 
3.	Rapides	Parish,	Louisiana	Strother	family	
We have been in contact with descendants of the Strother family that settled in  Rapides Parish, 
Louisiana in the early 1800s. According to the Strother family database maintained by the 
Society’s Genealogist, the Rapides Parish Strothers descend from Jeremiah Strother, son of 
William, the immigrant. That family has undertaken to do its own DNA testing. The results of 
those tests so far have not shown a match with William Strother, the immigrant. 
 
4. Assisted Society Member with Strother Ancestry 
A DNA test was made of Melvin Randall Strother, a Society member, in 2009. The tests 
indicated a close match with the DNA of William Strother, the immigrant. After the test, the 
Committee was contacted by Karen Seals Gury, the family historian and genealogist for 
Melvin’s branch of the family. She has been frustrated in her attempts to determine her Strother 
lineage and her link to our William. We took a look at her known lineage, but were not able to 
expand upon it. 
 
5.	Plans	for	future	testing	and	research.	
Where do we go from here? We made some discoveries, but have not found the link to our 
William Strother. We will continue the search and are interested in anyone’s ideas on how to 
proceed with this work. 
 
 
A	copy	of	this	report	and	of	each	of	the	other	reports	to	the	Board	are	on	the	Web	site	of	the	
Society.	If	there	are	any	questions	about	the	report	or	the	project,	please	let	us	know.	
	
Committee	Members:		
Nolan	B.	Hensarling,	Chairman;	Edward	L.	Strother,	Treasurer.	
	
Respectfully	submitted,	
Nolan	B.	Hensarling,	Chairman	
	
ATTACHMENT:	
Committee	Treasurer’s	Report	



The English Ancestry Committee 
 

The William Strother Society, Inc. 
 

Treasurer's Report 
 

June 1, 2008 through April 30, 2010 
 
 
 

 
Cash balance at June 1, 2008      $ 4,845.18 
 
Receipts 
 Donations received                  278.00 
 
Total available funds          5,123.18 
 
Disbursements 
 Research              293.96 
 Genetic testing             215.00 
  Total disbursements            508.96 
 
Cash balance at April 30, 2010       $ 4,614.22 
 
 
 
 
 
 


