
The English Ancestry Committee
of

THE WILLIAM STROTHER SOCIETY, INC.

REPORT TO THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

July 29, 2004

  Attachment to the Report:
  • Committee Treasurer’s Report

• Map



THE ENGLISH ANCESTRY COMMITTEE
The William Strother Society, Inc.

REPORT TO THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS – JULY 29, 2004

This is the third report of the English Ancestry Committee to the Board of Directors. Since our last
report, we have done a lot of research with some interesting developments but little positive results.

The English Ancestry Committee was formed in 1999 to make an organized, sustained search for
the ancestors of William Strother, the immigrant. As there had been recent advances in the use of
analysis of the Y-chromosome of the DNA (YDNA) to trace ancestry up the male lin, we decided
to use this method to try to obtain evidence of the purported English ancestry of William for which
documentation is lacking. Our first steps were to test the YDNA of twenty-two Strother surnamed
men from five different countries. 

We did not find a specimen donor whose YDNA was identical with that of the descendants of
William, the immigrant. We did, however, find a donor whose YDNA differed from that of
William’s descendants on only one of the eight markers tested on the YDNA. This donor was Ian
Strother of Scotland. This result indicated Ian and William may have a common ancestor but that
there was a mutation in the differing marker in one of the ancestral lines.

As Ian Strother was the best lead we had to our William’s ancestry, we engaged Debrett Ancestry
Research Ltd. of England to aid us in our search for the ancestors of Ian. About all Ian knew of his
ancestry was the name of his parents, where they were from and that he had no living relatives on
his father’s side to his knowledge. Debrett has now documented Ian’s ancestry back to Ian’s
grandfather, George Strother. But there we ran into a curious situation.

George is in the 1891 census for Horncliffe, Northumberland, England, as the one-year-old grandson
of Thomas Strother, age 53. In the household of Thomas were: Jessie, his wife age 55; Mary, an
unmarried daughter age 25; James, an unmarried son age 23; John, a son age 16; Thomas, a son age
13; Hannah, a granddaughter age 6 and George, a grandson age 1. All were born in Northumberland
except Jessie who was born in Scotland. Thomas and his sons were all salmon fishermen.

Horncliffe is a small village on the south bank of the River Tweed in far north Northumberland right
on the border with Scotland. It is about five miles southwest of Berwick-upon-Tweed. See attached
map.

The birth record of George shows that he was born 17 February 1890 at home in Horncliffe. His
mother was Mary Strother, domestic servant. Mary was the daughter of Thomas Strother, salmon
fisherman. The name of George’s father was left blank. Mary was the informant. She was either
unable or unwilling to give the name of the father. So George’s surname of Strother came from his
mother, Mary, not from his undisclosed father.

However, the YDNA of George should be the same as Ian’s and thus 7/8's like our William’s
YDNA. So here is the interesting situation. Is it merely a coincidence that George has Strother
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YDNA? If so, we may have reached a blank wall in our search. Or was George’s father actually a
Strother as the YDNA strongly suggests? If so, this opens an interesting avenue of research.
George’s father could be a relative of Mary or from another line of Strothers. There were other
Strother families in the area and our prior YDNA studies showed there is more than one line of
Strothers in England. As we are suspicious of coincidences, we then began a search for present day
male line descendants of Strothers who were in the area in 1889 so we could test their YDNA.

To carry our search back to prior generations, we do not need to identify George’s father. We need
only find someone with the same YDNA to put us back on a line we may be able to follow. We
decided to start our search as close to Mary as we could by searching for the male line descendants
of Mary’s father, Thomas (1837/8). Thomas had three sons: James G. (1867/8), John (1874/5) and
Thomas, Jr. (1877/8). We have so far been unable to find further trace of John and Thomas, Jr.
However, we did find James G.

James G. Strother married and continued to live in Horncliffe where all the children of Thomas, Sr.
were born. James G. and his wife, Elizabeth, had two sons: Thomas (1895/6) and James G., Jr.
(1898/9). We found that Thomas (1895/6) was killed in WWI in 1916. As he died at age 21 and we
have found no marriage for him, we presume he died without issue. We have not found what
happened to James G., Jr.

There was another Strother family in Horncliffe at the same time as the family of Thomas (1837/8).
We speculate that John Strother (1833/4), the head of the other family, may have been the older
brother of Thomas (1837/8). If so, under the naming pattern customary at the time, their father
would have been named James. John’s son James (1861) had two sons: John (1895) and Walter
(1899). We have so far not found what happened to these two sons of James (1861)

Our search has been made more difficult by the death of so many young men in WWI and the
movement of the Strother families from the Horncliffe area. We have traced some to the Morpeth
area, south of Horncliffe. Some may have just moved across the River Tweed into Scotland. Also,
British census records that cover living persons are not open to the public, just as in the USA.

We have several options as to how we proceed:
1.  One option is to again solicit all male line Strothers in the area except those who responded to
our prior solicitations. This is a “roll of the dice” option. We think our other options should be
explored first.
2.  We have by no means exhausted all the leads in a search for present day male line descendants
of Strothers who were in Horncliffe in 1889. For the reasons mentioned above, this option has
drawbacks.
3. Debrett has advised us that, since their search for William for us in 1991, a number of records and
indexes of records relevant to trying to find William have become available. We have asked Debrett
to search these records next as they will need to be searched eventually.
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You will see from the attached Treasurer’s Report that, following payment in May to Debrett for
the research they are now doing, the Committee is out of funds. An additional solicitation of
members for funds will be necessary before the Committee can proceed with further research.

Committee Members:  Nolan B. Hensarling, Chairman; Edward L. Strother,
Treasurer.

Respectfully submitted,

Nolan B. Hensarling, Chairman

ATTACHMENTS:
Committee Treasurer’s Report
Map



The English Ancestry Committee

The William Strother Society, Inc.

Treasurer's Report

July 1, 2002 through May 31, 2004

Cash balance at July 1, 2002 $2,454.00
Receipts            - -  

Total available funds   2,454.00

Disbursements:
Debrett Ancestry Research Ltd., Winchester, England   2,170.00

Cash balance at May 31, 2004 $   284.00





THE WILLIAM STROTHER SOCIETY, INC.
NOLAN B. HENSARLING

CHAIRMAN - ENGLISH ANCESTRY COMMITTEE
10009 PARKFORD DRIVE, DALLAS, TEXAS 75238-3450

(214) 343-4629, NolanHilda@aol.com

July 14, 2004

TO: The Members of the Board of Directors.

RE: Report to the Board of Directors by the English Ancestry Committee.

The purpose of this letter is two-fold:

1. The Report of the English Ancestry Committee to the Board of Directors for the
July 29, 2004, Board meeting is longer than the usual report to the Board and is in
some detail. Therefore, those interested in the project may want to review the
report beforehand. A copy is enclosed for that purpose.

2. On page three of the enclosed report, we mentioned that we had asked Debrett,
the genealogical research firm we use in England, to search for William in records
that have become available since their search of records in 1991. Subsequent to the
preparation of the enclosed report, which has already been sent to the Society’s
Secretary for inclusion in the Directors Briefing Books she has prepared for each
of you, we received a report from Debrett giving the results of their search of some
of the newly available records. This letter is a supplement to the enclosed report.

Debrett did not find our William this time. Their report is well summarized in their
transmittal letter of 2 July 2004, as follows: “We have enclosed our further report,
concentrating this time on the quest for the origins of the immigrant ancestor
William Strother (died ca 1701/2). Although we have identified several fresh
avenues for research, unfortunately we cannot report a real breakthrough. Ideally,
we need to trace a reference in a will, a deposition or a legal document in England
to "my son/brother/nephew/kinsman William Strother now living in Virginia",
from the period 1650 to 1700. As you will see, we followed up several promising
Chancery records, and an interesting deposition made by an elderly man called
Thomas Strother of Northumberland in 1657.



Further research can be recommended as outlined at the end of the report, and we
have identified many more documents of potential interest which might give the
answer to the long-standing question of the elusive origins of William Strother.
However, we would again stress that there can be no guarantee that an easy and
clear-cut answer will emerge; it is possible that a good deal more perseverance will
be necessary.”

 Their report reflects that they have been meticulous in their research. We are, of
course, disappointed that the research has not resulted in more good leads to our
William, but I am not disappointed in the effort Debrett is making and the way they
are going about it.

The result of this last report from Debrett is that we still have the three options set
out in the enclosed English Ancestry Committee Report to the Board:
1. Again solicit all male line Strothers in the Northumberland area except those
who responded before.
2. Continue to search for descendants of Strothers who lived in Horncliffe. 
3. Continue to search in records that have not been searched.

As we said in the enclosed report, the Committee is now out of funds and cannot
proceed with any of the options. How or whether we proceed in our search for
William’s origins depends upon further financial support from the members.

Respectfully submitted,

Nolan B. Hensarling, Chairman
English Ancestry Committee


